Appendix XIII - Suggested Prayer for Christ Jesus, Our Hope 

Planning Questionnaire Meeting
Opening Prayer

Leader:  Let us pray,

Lord Jesus, as we prepare to begin our meeting

We recall your promise to be present

When two or three are gathered in your name.

We know that without you here among us,

And within each one of us, 

We labor in vain.

Grant us the courage, honesty, and clarity needed

To address challenges which before us

And enliven in us an apostolic passion 

For your Kingdom

All:  Amen

Readings

Reader 1: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (Mt. 28:18-20)

Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." 

Reader 2:  From Novo Millenio Inuente by Pope John Paul II

"I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28:20). This assurance, dear brothers and sisters, has accompanied the Church for two thousand years, and has now been renewed in our hearts by the celebration of the Jubilee. From it we must gain new impetus in Christian living, making it the force which inspires our journey of faith. Conscious of the Risen Lord's presence among us, we ask ourselves today the same question put to Peter in Jerusalem immediately after his Pentecost speech: "What must we do?" (Acts 2:37). 

We put the question with trusting optimism, but without underestimating the problems we face. We are certainly not seduced by the naive expectation that faced with the great challenges of our time, we shall find some magic formula. No, we shall not be saved by a formula but by a Person, and the assurance which he gives us: I am with you! 

Shared Reflection

What stands out to you in either the Scripture reading or John Paul II letter?  How do these readings relate to your parish in this time?

Our Father

Closing Prayer:

Leader:  O God, continue to bless our parish and guide our deliberations.  Help us to be attentive to Your Spirit in our midst and to follow where you lead with faithfulness and without fear until we come to our fulfillment in You.  

All:  Amen
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